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Welcome to BBMS 2022!

We are excited to welcome you to the 14th annual ‘Building
Bridges in Medical Sciences’ (BBMS) conference. The society’s
aim is to connect students and researchers from all career
stages with leaders in industry, policy makers, entrepreneurs
and venture capitalists. 

For today’s conference on “Spinning biomedical research into
action”, we have the privilege to host talks about innovative
approaches in oncology, startups that use AI for diagnostics,
entrepreneurs that share their story, and decision leaders who
implement innovations into clinical practice. 

We would like to encourage you to make the most of this
year’s in-person conference by asking questions during the
talks, and joining the interactive session with our partnering
societies and companies during the lunch break. We hope that
you will be inspired to follow in our speakers’ footsteps,
address current and future challenges in multi-disciplinary
ways, and reach out to your colleagues to build those bridges.
BBMS will continue planning activities and events, so follow us
on social media to stay in touch or send us an email if you
would like to contribute in any way!

Juliane and Ines
President and Vice-President of the BBMS 2022 Committee

FOREWORD
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We encourage our attendees to obtain a negative
COVID LFT before arrival to the conference and to also
wear masks at all times when at the conference except
when drinking or eating. However, please do not eat in
the auditorium. 
Please do not record any of the talks, however you are
welcome to take photos - and tag us at #BBMS2022!
In addition, there will be photography taking place
throughout the day. Please like and share the pictures
on our social media. If you do not wish for your
photographs to be published, please speak to a
member of the committee and we will do our best to
accommodate you.
For our speakers, please make sure to follow the
Chatham House Rule:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chatham_House_Rule

We are very excited to host you today. Here is some
general guidance which will help you through the day:
 

@bbmscambridge

https://www.facebook.com/bbmsconference/
https://bbms.soc.srcf.net/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chatham_House_Rule
https://www.instagram.com/bbmscambridge/


09:30 Registration & Breakfast

10:00 Opening Remarks

10:15 Innovation in Oncology 
            Dr David Fairen-Jimenez
            Dr Olivia Rossanese

11:15 Coffee break

11:30 Maximilian Jakobs, DeepMirror

12:10 Ala Alenazi, Ascension Ventures

12:30 Lunch Break - Interactive Sessions

13:30 Policy Panel - Practical & Ethical Implications for
          Translating Innovation into Medical Practice              
            Moderators: Daniyal Ashraf & Joe Harake
            Professor Gillian Leng
            Neelam Patel
            Dr Mike Roddis

14:30 Marcel Gehrung, Cyted

15:10 Coffee break

15:30 Spin Out Panel - Fireside Chat with Entrepreneurs
            Moderator: Dr Jason Mellad
            Dr Mark Kotter
            Dr Nitzan Rosenfeld
            Dr Michael Anstey

16:30 Closing Remarks & Reception

PROGRAMME
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3

@bbmscambridge

https://www.ascension.vc/team/ala-alenazi
https://www.facebook.com/bbmsconference/
https://bbms.soc.srcf.net/
https://www.instagram.com/bbmscambridge/


4



ORGANISING COMMITTEE

5Chandan Sekhon
Design Officer

Britney Sung
Webmaster

Delphine Depierreux
Sponsorship Officer

Martin Tam
Early Career Officer

Anirudh Krishnakumar
Speakers’ Officer

Daniyal Ashraf
Speakers’ Officer

Federica Magnabosco
Webmaster

Alexandra Michaelidou
Publicity Officer

Julius Christopher Baeck
Social Officer

Juliane Weller
President

Claudia Pallucca
Junior Treasurer

Ines Horvat Menih
Vice President

Joe Harake
Speaker's Officer



INNOVATION IN
ONCOLOGY TALKS

Dr David Fairen-Jimenez
Royal Society University
Research Fellow, 
Professor in Molecular
Engineering, University
of Cambridge

David Fairen-Jimenez leads the Adsorption & Advanced
Material Laboratory. His research into the application of
metal-organic frameworks in energy applications and
nanoscale drug delivery is underpinned by fundamental
studies into molecular recognition and adsorption processes
in nanoporous materials. 

He is also a founder and Director at Immaterial Labs Ltd.,
and Tarsis Technologies Ltd., a company for slower and
controlled delivery of drugs using amorphous MOFs. In 2016
he was awarded a European Research Council Consolidator
Grant for the “Design of NanoMOFs Capsules for Drug
Delivery and Bioimaging” in cancer diagnosis and therapy. 

10:15
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INNOVATION IN
ONCOLOGY TALKS

Dr Olivia Rossanese
Interim Director of the
Cancer Research UK
Cancer Therapeutics
Unit and Interim Head
of the Division of
Cancer Therapeutics.

Olivia Rossanese is a drug discovery professional and cancer
biologist, currently heading the Division of Cancer
Therapeutics at the Institute of Cancer Research in London.
She obtained a PhD in molecular genetics and cell biology
from the University of Chicago, followed by a post-doctoral
fellowship in the Section of Microbial Pathogenesis at Yale
University. 

Dr Rossanese has gained extensive drug discovery
experience through her work with GlaxoSmithKline and later
as group leader at the Vanderbilt University School of
Medicine.

10:45
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DEEPMIRROR: AI SOLUTIONS
FOR BIOMEDICAL DATA 

Dr Maximilian Jakobs
BSc and MSc in physics,
Cologne University
PhD in developmental
biology, University of
Cambridge.
Co-founder of DeepMirror Ltd

Maximilian (Max) Jakobs is a co-founder of DeepMirror Ltd, a
biotech start-up with the aim of accelerating AI usage for
biomedical data. 

Dr Jakobs graduated with a BSc and MSc in physics from
Cologne University (Germany), followed by a PhD in
developmental biology at the University of Cambridge.

DeepMirror offers a wide range of applications, including tools
for advanced analysis of microscopy images (DeepMirror
Spark).

11:30
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FROM LAB TO
MARKET - INTERVIEW

Ala Alenazi
MSc Human Molecular
Genetics & PhD
Molecular Genetics. 
Investment Associate at
Ascension

Ala Alenazi is an Investment Associate at Ascension. She is
responsible for sourcing, screening and performing due diligence
on investment opportunities for Ascension’s Life Fund. Ala also
assists across the investor relations and fundraising functions of
the business.

Before joining Ascension, Ala was the regional Accelerator
manager for EIT Health, a pan-EU HealthTech Accelerator backed
by the European Union. Ala's passion in this space stems from
her background as a Molecular Geneticist. She holds a Doctorate
in Molecular Genetics from Cambridge University, where her
research explored the pathways that lead to metastasis. Ala also
investigated the molecular mechanisms of ageing at UCL's
Cancer Institute and holds a Master's degree in Human
Molecular Genetics from Imperial College London.

12:10
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POLICY PANEL - PRACTICAL & ETHICAL
IMPLICATIONS FOR TRANSLATING
INNOVATION INTO MEDICAL PRACTICE

Professor Gillian Leng CBE
Former Chief Executive of
the National Institute for
Health and Care
Excellence (NICE).

Gillian Leng is a visiting professor at King's College London and 
the former Chief Executive of the National Institute for Health 
and Care Excellence (NICE). 

She became Deputy Chief Executive at the National Institute for 
Health and Care Excellence in 2007. In April 2020, she succeeded 
Andrew Dillon as NICE's CEO where she oversaw the creation of 
new guidelines on COVID-19. Previously she was responsible for 
the initial set up and running of NICE's clinical guidelines 
programme. As a junior doctor she was struck by variations in 
clinical practice and this developed into a passion for using 
evidence to improve care. Her career has spanned research, 
evidence synthesis, management and healthcare. She was an 
editor of the Cochrane Collaboration, and chair of the Guidelines 
International Network. 

13:30
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Dr Mike Roddis
BSc MB ChB MBA FRCPath
Director, M J Roddis
Associates Ltd.

Mike Roddis is an independent consultant pathologist and an
Independent Medical Leadership Consultant. His company, M J
Roddis Associates Ltd. specialises in working with doctors to
improve their performance, focusing on individual and team
coaching, behavioural coaching, diagnosis and interventions in
dysfunctional teams, leadership development and working with
trusts to identify problems with capability and conduct. 

His publications include articles on moral leadership in medicine,
dealing with difficult doctors, senior medical career development,
image management, the need for medical management skills,
team working and doctor-employer relations for the Health
Service Journal, the BMJ group and Independent Practitioner
Today.

13:30
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Neelam Patel
CEO of MedCity, 
Non-Executive Director of
the NHS Health Research
Authority.

Neelam Patel is CEO of MedCity, an organisation that aims to
grow the health and life sciences sector, and help put the UK
at the centre of research and innovation globally, and Non-
Executive Director of the NHS Health Research Authority.

She has substantial experience in the pharmaceutical industry
across R&D, commercial and administrative functions, and
has led programmes in the National Institute for Health
Research and the public sector. Across these roles, her focus
was bringing high quality clinical research into the UK for the
benefit of patients and the economy.

13:30
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AI-DRIVEN CANCER
DIAGNOSTICS

Dr Marcel Gehrung
PhD, Machine Learning in
Healthcare / Medical
Sciences, University of
Cambridge
Co-founder & CEO of
Cyted Ltd

Dr Marcel Gehrung is the co-founder and current CEO of
Cyted Ltd, a Cambridge-based company focusing on providing
a digital diagnostic infrastructure for disease detection. He
received his Bachelor and Master degree at the University of
Tuebingen, followed by a PhD at the University of Cambridge,
focusing on machine learning in healthcare and medical
sciences. 

Dr. Gehrung holds several awards, including the Alexander
Fleming Prize and was recently included in the Forbes 30
Under 30 (2021) list in the field of Science & Healthcare.

14:30
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SPIN OUT PANEL - FIRESIDE
CHAT WITH ENTREPRENEURS

Dr Jason Mellad
PhD, Medicine, University
of Cambridge. 
CEO and Co-Founder at
Start Codon

Jason Mellad is a scientist entrepreneur passionate about 
translating innovative technologies into better patient 
outcomes. As CEO and co-founder of Start Codon, a 
Cambridge based venture builder, he aims to identify the 
most disruptive healthcare founders and innovations 
worldwide, seed fund them and leverage the exceptional 
resources of the Cambridge cluster to de-risk and drive the 
success of their start-ups. 

He was previously the CEO of Cambridge Epigenetix and 
Business Development Manager for Horizon Discovery’s 
diagnostics division. He also served as an associate at 
Cambridge Enterprise, the technology transfer office of the 
University of Cambridge.

15:30
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Dr Mark Kotter
MPhil/PhD in neural
regeneration, University of
Cambridge.
Academic neurosurgeon,
University of Cambridge. 

Mark Kotter is a stem cell biologist and neurosurgeon at the
University of Cambridge. By combining synthetic and stem cell
biology, his team has developed a benchmark technology for
the efficient and consistent production of human cells for use
in research, drug development, and cell therapy. 

He has founded a number of synthetic biology startups, most
recently the human synthetic biology enterprise, Bit Bio. The
focus of his mission is to transition biology to engineering so
as to be able to address some of the most important needs of
patients and sustainability.

15:30
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Dr Nitzan Rosenfeld
Senior Group Leader at
Cancer Research UK
Cambridge Institute.
Co-founder of Inivata Ltd

Nitzan Rosenfeld is a Senior Group Leader at Cancer Research
UK Cambridge Institute. He is a pioneer and world leader in
developing liquid biopsy tests for cancer using circulating tumour
DNA. He has developed multiple clinical diagnostic tests for
cancer, based on microRNA expression profiling and on
circulating cell-free tumour DNA in plasma. 

He co-founded Inivata Ltd., one of the UK’s leading genomics
companies that was amongst the first to offer clinical liquid
biopsy tests for cancer genomic profiling. His research group
continues to develop sensitive methods for detection of cell free
tumour DNA in body fluids, and ways to apply these for cancer
detection and monitoring.

15:30
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Dr Michael Anstey
DPhil in Zoological
Neurobiology, University of
Oxford. 
Partner at Cambridge
Innovation Capital (CIC).

Michael Anstey is a Partner at Cambridge Innovation Capital (CIC)
specialising in life sciences investments. Before joining CIC he
was a Principal in the Healthcare Practice Area at The Boston
Consulting Group’s Toronto office. Michael has experience in
advising multinational businesses across North America, Europe,
India, and Japan.

Michael was also co-founder of an early stage biotechnology
company focused on developing small molecule drugs that target
protein-protein interactions implicated in disease. Prior to BCG,
Michael was an Investment Analyst at Oxford Capital Partners.
Michael earned his DPhil in Zoology in the field of neurobiology
from the University of Oxford.

15:30
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The Milner Therapeutics Institute encompasses both a research institute
and a global outreach programme, which aims to transform pioneering
science into therapies. It was founded in 2015 as a new paradigm for an
academic Institution, based on bridging the gap between academia and
Industry. The research institute opened in summer 2019 in the new
Jeffrey Cheah Biomedical Centre on the Cambridge Biomedical Campus,
providing a physical hub for these cross-sector collaborations. They have
also built a global research community of 80 affiliated organisations. 

The Institute was co-founded by Tony Kouzarides and Jonathan Milner.
The therapeutics concept and mission was developed following the
establishment of the Milner Therapeutics Consortium by Tony
Kouzarides. Jonathan Milner is a benefactor to the building of the
Research Institute, which bears his name. Tony and Jonathan are also co-
founders of Abcam plc, an antibody reagents provider based in
Cambridge.

The Milner Therapeutics Institute is led by its Director Tony Kouzarides
and Deputy Director Kathryn Chapman. The institute moved from the
Gurdon Institute in 2019 to the new Jeffrey Cheah Biomedical Centre on
the Cambridge Biomedical Campus, but Tony Kouzarides retains his
research laboratory at the Gurdon Institute.

KEYNOTE SPONSOR 
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Research at the Medical Research Council - Mitochondrial Biology Unit
(MBU) at the University of Cambridge aims to understand the
fundamental biochemical and biological processes taking place in
mitochondria, and the roles and integration of mitochondria within the
cell. We aim to learn about the involvement of mitochondria and
mitochondrial dysfunction in human diseases, and to exploit our
understanding and knowledge to develop new therapies to treat them.

ADDITIONAL SPONSOR 

DONATIONS
A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR DONATORS!
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BBMS 2022 FEEDBACK
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Please let us know what you thought of BBMS 2022! By filling
in the feedback form, you will also receive a certificate. Just

follow the link or QR code!

https://app.medall.org/feedback/anonymous?
organisation=building-bridges-in-medical-

sciences&keyword=6df08bb08bb81fb9de6298b3

Did you enjoy BBMS 2022? Think you can make next year's
conference better? 

 
Apply now if you are interested in joining the BBMS

Committee 2023. Make sure to keep an eye on our socials for
more updates and details: 

 
https://forms.gle/X1bFaFiGx3UosrGk9

BBMS 2023 
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Notes
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Thank you for attending #BBMS2022!
We hope you enjoyed your time with us and

we look forward to seeing you next year!
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